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WINTER 2007 UPDATE 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Greetings from the Fund for Global Human 
Rights!  In this e-update, we introduce you to the 
Fund’s Children and Armed Conflict Initiative, as 
well as to human rights defenders in Guatemala 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Today, tens of millions of children are caught in 
conflict zones.  More than 20 million children 
have had to flee their homes, and over 300,000 
are forced to serve on the front lines—in more 
than thirty active conflicts around the world—as 
child soldiers, porters, and sex slaves.  Human 
rights groups like BVES , located in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, work to keep 
children out of war and defend their basic rights.  
BVES’ efforts have led to national prohibitions 
against recruiting child soldiers and to the 
release of over 1,000 children.  
 
Like BVES staff working in a conflict zone, 
human rights defenders around the world take 
great risks.  Two human rights defenders in 
Guatemala were nearly killed in January 2007 by 
four masked gunmen.  Carlos Albacete and 
Piedad Espinosa of Trópico Verde  work with 
Mayan communities to document and expose the 
impact on their rights of mega-development 
projects.  They have also turned the spotlight on 
violence and abuses perpetrated by drug 
traffickers in Guatemala’s Peten region.  Their 
tenacious efforts to expose abuse and its 
perpetrators have brought them threats, and 
now, this attack on their lives. 
 
In just four years, the Fund for Global Human 
Rights has awarded over $7 million to over 160 
front-line human rights organizations like BVES 
and Trópico Verde.  We thank you for your 
continued support .  
  

 
Rwanda, December 1994  
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Grantee Profile: 
BVES  
 
Defending  children's rights in 
war zones 
» Read the profile 
 
 
The Stories of Nze Ar and Somba Mar 
These two children know first-hand the difference a 
group like BVES makes for children caught up in war
» Read their stories 
 
 
Grantee Profile: Trópico 
Verde  
 
Environmental rights defenders 
under fire in Guatemala 
» Read the profile 
 
 

 

 



Warm regards, 
 
Regan E. Ralph 
 
More about the Fund's Children and Armed 
Conflict Initiative 
In 2006, the Fund launched the Children and 
Armed Conflict Initiative to provide financial 
support to efforts to combat the use of child 
soldiers and protect the rights of children living in 
or fleeing conflict zones.  
 
Fund announces $1.5 million in new grants 
One hundred frontline human rights groups 
receive critical resources to expand efforts to 
protect and defend basic human rights 
» Download the grants list here 
 
Visit www.globalhumanrights.org 

 

 
Fund for Global Human Rights 1634 I Street NW, Suite 1001, Washington, D.C. 20006 

www.globalhumanrights.org 

 
 
To prevent mailbox filters from deleting mailings from Fund for Global Human Rights, add 
cvillegas@globalhumanrights.org to your address book. 
 
Unsubscribe from this mailing. 
 
Unsubscribe from all mailings from Fund for Global Human Rights. 
 
Modify your profile and subscription preferences.  
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